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spirit of enquiry and research, the spirit of a rational
approach to things., that was to break into a passion
for truth, a demand for reason in the age that followed.
It is because of this that the Renaissance is often
called the inaugurator of the modem age. Indeed,,
all later upheavals in Europe^ religious, social and
political, are in a deeper sense different expressions
of the spirit that took its birth in Italy in the four-
teenth century when Petrarch was writing his odes
and sonnets.

The age of convention had other aspects that
deserve mention as having had a bearing on the
historic evolution of humanity. Generally, it gave the
conventional and conservative mind of man its round
of experiences, but during its epochs of revival his
creative and aesthetic mind also received its growth
and fruition. And its finest works of art showed
man's openness to higher levels of consciousness, and
that in a manner which has no parallel in the whole
history of art. It was the light of the Spirit that
glimmered in them, waiting for its hour to reveal
itself fully in the cultural expressions of a perfected
future hujnanity. Indeed, it was the same light
which has always been there in every true creation
of man as an evidence of Nature's endeavour to-
sustain the various forms of culture till they attain
their highest excellence in a greater future.

The last days of the conventional stage however
present a dismal picture in human history. There
was the society, perhaps more defined in its aims